
12:30–2:00pm
Afro-futurist poet Kathryn Takara with dancer Sequoia Brown meld beauty and 
balance at the heart of nature’s mysteries in a performance followed by an eco-
poetry workshop where climate warriors of all ages can explore the transformative 
power of their own words. Kick back and meditate on the connections between self, 
society, social justice and earth that Kathryn Takara is famed for weaving together—
both as a UH Professor of Cultural Studies (now retired) and as the author of ten 
books of lyrical poetry.

2:00–3:00pm
Peter Rockford Espiritu, acclaimed for seasoning Pacific Islander traditions with 
spellbinding expressions of contemporary indigenous identity, brings along members 
of his  Tau Dance Theater to present live and on film portions of Moana: The Rising of 
the Sea. Originally mounted as a means of cultivating compassion for climate change 
victims—including peoples of the Pacific—Espiritu’s production moved leaders of the 
European Union to tears during a premier performance in Belgium.

3:00–3:30pm 
Jessica Carpenter presents poetry that speaks luminously on behalf of the first 
generation in Hawai‘i to inherit a climate-changed island home. A graduate of 
Kamehameha Schools and University of Hawai‘i, Jessica performs and publishes 
poetry, which connects the dots between the health of the environment and the 
strength of cultural practices and beliefs in Hawai‘i. 

3:30–4:00pm
Jonathan Clarke Sypert shows us  how to walk the talk of environmental reflection 
by combining his rhythmically riveting song and tap dance artistry with spoken word 
improvisation. A founding member of the Hawai‘i Slam Poetry Team, he steadily 
infuses his consummate skill as an entertainer with a serious exploration of the 
human condition, including our kuleana to care for the ‘āina.

Beat back the blues of climate 
change challenges with empowering 

performances and workshops by 
celebrated Hawai‘i makers of poetry, 

dance, drama and film.

For more information: esimon@hawaii.edu 
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The Art of Climate Change is presented in collaboration with 
the Palikū Arts Festival and is made possible by funding from 
a UH Mānoa IDEAS grant sponsored by the UH College of 
Education, Department of Educational Foundations.

Saturday, April 6
12:30 to 4:00 p.m.
Hale Pālanakila, RM 224
Windward Community College
45-720 Kea‘ahala Rd.
Kāne‘ohe, HI 96744
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